
Cholera is an acute diarrheal
infection.

It is caused by ingesting food
or water contaminated with
the bacterium Vibrio cholerae. 
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What is Cholera?
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Symptoms
Most symptoms are mild or moderate, but in

rare cases, diarrhea can cause dehydration,

which can lead to death if left untreated. 
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DISEASE 101:

Cholera outbreaks have been on the rise in

recent years. Below, a few key data points for

2023 (compared to 2022):
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There is         

                               to those in the U.S. traveling

to an outbreak-prone or endemic area. 

one FDA-approved single-dose oral 
vaccine available

The World Health Organization has prequalified                      

                                                 all of which require

two doses for full protection. Protection offered

by these vaccines vary from two to three years. 

three oral cholera vaccines,

There is a

in areas where sewage and drinking water lack

adequate treatment, emphasizing the need for

proper water, sewage, and hygiene (WASH)

infrastructure. 

higher risk of contracting cholera

In 2024, Sabin partnered with the Kenya

Medical Research Institute to optimize the

use of the oral cholera vaccine. 
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https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/cholera
https://www.cdc.gov/cholera/about/index.html

